
PUBLIC NOTICE
 

US Army Corps 
of Engineers 
New York District, CENAN-OP-R 

Upstate Regulatory Field Office In replying refer to: 
Public Notice Number: 200S-667-WDA1 Buffington Street, Bldg. 10,3" Floor 

Issue Date: January 15, 2008Watervliet, New York 12189-4000 
Expiration Date: February 15, 2008 

To Whom It May Concem: 

The New York District, Corps of Engineers has received an application for a Department of the Army permit pursuant to 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S. C. 1344). 

APPLICANT: Manaville Peat Company 
11814 Mariaville Road 
Pattersonville, New York 12137 

ACTIVITY:	 Discharge fill material into waters of the United States to facilitate the continued operation and expansion 
of a peat mine. 

WATERWAY:	 Wetlands Associated with an Unnamed Tributary to South Chuctanunda Creek 
(Mohawk River Watershed) 

lOCATION:	 Along State Highway 159, in the Town of Duanesburg, Schenectady County, New York 

Adetailed description and plans of the applicanfs activity are enclosed to assist in your review. 

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative 
impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection 
and utilization of important resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must 
be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be 
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general 
environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land 
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy 
needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs 
and welfare of the people. 

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Indian 
Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any 
comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or 
deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, 
historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. 
Comments are used in preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing 
and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 

ALL COMMENTS REGARDING THE PERMIT APPLICATION MUST BE PREPARED IN WRITING AND MAilED TO 
THE ATTENTiON OF ANDREW DANGLER AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS, OR SENT ViA ELECTRONiC MAil TO 
ANDREW.C.DANGlER@usace.army.mil TO REACH THIS OFFICE BEFORE THE BY THE EXPIRATION DATE OF 
THIS NOTICE, otherwise, it will be presumed that there are no objections to the activity. 



CENAN-OP·RW 
PUBLIC NOTICE NO. 200S.{)0667·WDA 

Any person may request, in writing, before this public notice expires, that a public hearing be held to collect information 
necessary to consider this application. Requests for public hearings shali state, with particularity, the reasons why a 
public hearing should be held. It should be noted that information submitted by mail is considered just as carefully in the 
permit decision process and bears the same weight as that furnished at a public hearing. 

Our preliminary determination is that the activity for which authorization is sought herein is not likely to affect any 
Federally endangered or threatened species or their critical habitat. However, pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531), the District Engineer is consulting with the appropriate Federal agency to determine the 
presence of and potential impacts to listed species in the project area or their critical habitat. 

Based upcn a review of the iatest published version of the National Register of Historic Places, there are no known sites 
eligible for, or included in, the Register within the permit area. In a letter dated February 22, 2006, the New York State 
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic PreseNation indicated that the proposed project would have No Impact upon 
cultural resources in or eligible for inclusion in the State and National Registers of Historic Places (06PR00877). 
Presently unknown archeological, scientific, prehistorical or historical data may be lost by work accomplished under the 
required permit. 

Reviews of activities pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will include application of the guidelines 
promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404 (b) of the 
Clean Water Act and the applicant will obtain a water quality certificate or waiver from the appropriate state agency in 
accordance with Section 401 of the Ciean Water Act prior to a permit decision. 

In addition to any required water quality certificate, the applicant has obtained or requested the following governmental 
authorization forthe activity under consideration: Mined Land Reclamation Permit (Grandfathered Activity) from the New 
York State Department of Environmental Protection. 

It is requested that you communicate the foregoing information conceming the activity to any persons known by you to 
be interested and who did not receive a copy of this notice. If you have any questions conceming this application, you 
may contactthis office at (518) 266-6356 and ask for Andrew Dangler. 

For more information on New York District Corps of Engineers programs, visrt our website at 
http://www.nan.usace.army.mil 

Enclosures 
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PUBLIC NOTICE NO. 2005{)0667-WDA 

WORK DESCRIPTION 

The applicant, Maria~ille Peat Company, has requested Department of the Army authorization for 
the discharge of Jill material into waters of the United States to facilitate the continued operation and 
expansion of ,m existing peat mine. 'Ole projeLl site is 320 acres in size an,l is located along State 
Route 159 in the Town of Duanesburg, Schenectady County, New York. 

Historic impaels to waters of the United States that have occurred on the site as a result of mining 
activities total approximately 30 acres of wetland (13 acres of emergent and 17 acres of forested). 
The mine has been in existence since approximately 1940 and has not received previous pelluits 
from tlle Corps. The proposed work area would encompass approximately 95 acres, 69.5 of which is 
wetlands. The proposed work would involve tlle discharge of fill material into a maxinnlln of 0.83 
acres of wetlands to facilitate the construction of a 20 foot wide haul road that would extend Ji-om tile 
central portion of the site to tile western boundaIy. As a part of tile road construction, a temporary 
stream crossing would be installed witllin an unnamed t:ribulaIy to SOUdl Chuetanunda Creek to 
provide access to Old Route 30. TIle stTeanl crossing would consist of two, 40 foot long by 60-ineh 
diaIlleter culverts. In addition, tlle proposed peat excavation would adversely impact tlle remainder 
of the 69.5 acres of wetland within the WOTk area. The mining activities would be condneted in nine 
phases. Prior to initiation mining acti\~ties, the work aI'eas would be dewatered using a pump system 
tllat would discharge water to a drainage diteh witll retnrn flow to an unnamed stTeaIn located within 
tile nortllwestem pOTtion of the site. The excavated peat would be stockpiled witlun uplands adjacent 
to waters of the United Slates. The stated purpose of this project is to continue the operation of tile 
existing peat mine. 

To mitigate for the proposed impacts to waters of the United Stares, the applicant proposes to seed 
the mined aTCas witll a wetland wilclllower seed mix and to control invasive species as neeess;uy. 
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1 AREA SUMMARY 

1-1- Total Area of Parcel 320± Acresww ww 
II Total Area of Parcel
Cf)[J) 

(South of NYS Route 159) 263± Acresww zz 
:J:J 
II Totol Regulated Wetlands Delineated 
00 by Sterling Environmental 121.3± Acres 
1-1- (South of NYS Route 159) 

~r Totol Existing Mined Area 14.7± Acres 

Total Mine Expansion Area 71.4± Acres
 

Total Life of Min e area 95.5± Acres
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REDUCED COPY II 
SCALE: 1" = 150' 

WETLAND IMPACT AREA SUMMARY 

'"IETLAND AREA
 
MINED AREA TO BE MINED
 

PhasE' 6.1± Acres 4.8± Acres 

Phase II 9,4± Acres 8.2± Acres 

Phase III 6,6± AcrE's G.2± 

Phase IV 7.5± Acres G.8± Acres MAP NOTES: 

Pha,sE' V 7.6± Acres 3.9± Acres 1. Information shown treon (c 
Reference No. 1. 

Phase VI IO.5± AcrE's IO.2± AcrE's 
2. Wetlands and other waters ( 

Phase VII 1I.7± Acres 1l.O± Acres Sterling Environmental perso 
20 and 23, 2006. 

Phase VIII 7.0± Acres 7,Q± Acres 

Phase IX H.4± Acres lL4± AcrE's	 Application No.:Joo5'-- (;;."t.. 1
Appli~ant:t7!hl"l~ 1/, Ife f'e~/- c::",

TDto..l 77,8± AcrE's 69,5± Acres Drawing No.: 7°1/0 

Acres 



REDUCED COPY 
SCALE: 1" = 150' 

MAP REFERENCE: 

hewn treon (other than wetlands) is per Map 1. "Mining Plan, Mariaville Peat Company. N.Y.S. Route 159 
1.	 (Mariaville Road). Town of Duanesburg, Schenectady County, New 

York", prepared by Ingalls, Smart Associates, dated April 9. 
other aters of the U.S. were delineated by 2003, lost revised April 15, 2003. 

onmentol personel on December 17. 2005, January 
1006. 
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REDUCED COPY I 
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PLATE 1
 

PROJECT 

PROJ. EN GR.: M.P. Millspaugh, P.E. 

PROJ. NO.: 25063
 

PREPARED BY: T. Dell
 

DRAFTED BY: J. White
 

CHECKED BY'
 

APPROVED BY:
 

DATUM:
 

CONTOUR INTERVAL = FEET
 

WETLAND DELINEATION
 
MARIAVILLE PEAT COMPANY
 

NYS ROUTE 30 AND NYS ROUTE 159 (MARIAVILLE RD.)
 

TOWN OF DUANESBURG SCHENECTADY CO., N.Y.
 

Sterling EnvironlTIental Engineering} P .C. 
24 Wade Road • Latham, New York 12110-tl ~o T)-----J 1" = ~12~O'~~ 
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